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Applicant: P. Bonutti 
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tapers to form a pointed edge with another bone-contacting surface. Applicant contends that the 
cited references, alone or in any combination, fail to teach or suggest Applicant's device which 
tapers to a pointed edge. 

Based on the foregoing, Applicant respectfully submits that amended claim 1 is 
patentable over Michelsom Heggeness, JefFeries, and Zdeblick. Based on at least their 
dependencies, Applicant submits that claims 4-10, 13-15, and 19-23 are patentable as well 



In light of the foregoing remarks, this application is now in condition for allowance and 
early passage gf this case to issue is respectfully requested. If any questions remain regarding 
this amendment or the application in general, a telephone call to the undersigned would be 
appreciated since this should expedite the prosecution of the appli cation for all concerned. 
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(Docket No. 780-A02-021-5). 
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